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In Brief...

BCPUD Board Ap-
proves 2009-2010
Operating Budget

At its regularly
scheduled meeting
on July 15, 2009, the
Board of Directors
of the BCPUD ap-
proved the district’s
2009-2010 operating
budget. The budget
doesnotinclude

any increases to the
annual charge for
water service or sep-
tic/drainage service,
but it does enact an
increase of $88 to
the annual charge
for sewer service
and increases to the
district’s tiered wa-
ter rate structure.
The increase to the
district's annual ser-

vice charge is neces-

sary to fund contin-
ued operations and
to pay for facilities
improvements.

The increases to the
tiered water rate
structure are de-
signed to encourage
conservation at the
highest consumption
levels and more eg-
uitably charge cus-
tomers for water
based on their actual
consumption. A
copy of the budget
is available on our
website at www.
bcpud.org.
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Water or Sewer-
Related emergency?
Call 868-1224

BCPUD and the Bolinas Fire Protection District to @nduct Joint
Vegetation Management Project on the Bolinas Gridd# Mesa

After three years of drought, the Bolinas Gridded Mesa is tingeAtthough many
property owners do their best to maintain the state-required 100-foot “ddéessace” around
their homes, the public rights-of-way on the Bolinas Gridded Mesa are not demvaat. As
they drive the Mesa responding to emergency calls, Bolinas Fire RyotBitrict (‘BFPD”)
Chief Anita Tyrrell-Brown and her volunteers are increasingly concetnaat ¢he extent to
which encroaching vegetation (i.e., trees, brush and the like) is chokiting gfublic roads, pos-
ing significant problems for the BFPD when responding to calls fostasse. Moreover, in the
event of a wildfire or other emergency, it would be virtually impossible arymarts of the Mesa
for BFPD engines to respond to the fired for residents to evacuate. Faced with this unaccept-
able threat to human health and safety, Chief Tyrrell-Brown appealed BQPUD for assis-
tance.

Chief Tyrrell-Brown attended the July 15, 2009 regular meeting of thReBBoard of
Directors to request the BCPUD’s help to reduce the amount of encroaelietgton in the Bo-
linas Gridded Mesa rights-of-way. She advised the BCPUD Board that htbstroadways cur-
rently can support no more than one vehicle driving in the right-of-seg/the photo below of a
small BFPD vehicle on a typical Mesa rQaahd stated that her primary concern at this point is for
the public health and safety during a wildfire. Chief Tyrrell-Brown olesktiaat the majority of
the 25 deaths that occurred during the Oakland Hills fire in the 1990’s wesedchy the fact that
fleeing resi-
dents were
unable to
successfully
navigate the
narrow
Oakland
roads in
their cars
during the
rapidly
spreading
fire. Chief
Tyrrell-
Brown
stated that
there are
many
neighbor-
hoods on
the Bolinas
Gridded




Mesa where the rights-of-way are liter-
ally subsumed with vegetation; she said
that this vegetatiomustbe cleared a suf-
ficient distance back to allow for emer-
gency ingress and egress and in the infer-
est of public safety. Chief Tyrrell-Brown
presented a prioritized map of the Mesh
for the BCPUD Board to review, which
identifies the specific roads that are an
immediate priority for egress purposes
the goal is that residents will have no
more than one block to travel before ag-
cessing an egress road that has been puf-
ficiently cleared of encroaching vegetat
tion. Chief Tyrrell-Brown emphasized
that she does not seek to implement a
“road improvement” project -- she is ndt
asking to widen or improve the existing
roads, but rather simply to clear en-
croaching vegetation so that the rightsjof-
way could be accessible via both fire ¢h-
gines and residents’ vehicles in the evemt
of a wildfire.
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The BCPUD Board of Directors considered the BFPD’s request faaassjsas well as the BCPUD’s independ-
ent need to maintain access to its water lines, which are located isanesgublic rights-of-way. The BCPUD Board
noted that the rights-of-way on the Bolinas Gridded Mesa are subjedetbcated public easement for street purposes
and the BCPUD has the authority to enforce that public easement (and ttuntreé, maintenance, repair, demolition
and improvement of the public rights-of-way) pursuant to its authority ali& pility district. The BCPUD Board was
supportive of the BFPD’s request to clear encroaching vegetation imeesit of public health and safety in the event of
a fire, and noted that its own interests (i.e., access to its watgrdsmevell as access within the rights-of-way for garbage
company trucks) also compel action. The BCPUD recognizes that this aill te-going project as vegetation naturally
will re-encroach in the rights-of-way if not maintained. The BCPUDr@o@solved to form a joint committee comprised
of board members and staff from both districts to finalize and implement a gat@ncroaching vegetation from pri-
oritized areas of the Bolinas Gridded Mesa as soon as possible.

What does this mean for yoW¥e anticipate that the joint BCPUD/BFPD vegetation managemejetcpwaill
get underway on the Bolinas Gridded Mesa as soon as mid-August 2009. Wik pétformed and completed as staff
time and resources permit. If you live in a priority area and/or neghtaafi-way designated for vegetation removal, you
will be contacted either by the BCPUD or the BFPD prior to the talggticg date so that you have advance notice of
when the work will occur. We realize that you may have questions aboutdgraumr;, if so, please contact either Jenni-
fer Blackman, General Manager of the BCPUD at 868-1224 or Anita Timaln, Chief of the Bolinas Fire Protection
District at 868-1566.




